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a long period, whereby the libraries have accumulated great wealth of
books.
WALES HAS TO ACQUIRE PAST AS WELL AS FUTURE PUBLICATIONS
The National Library of Wales is seriously handicapped by the
extreme lateness of its establishment. The very fact that now at the
beginning of the twentieth century, after over four centuries of British
printing, it has to begin the enormous task of collecting, mainly, if not
entirely, by purchase, all the chief productions in the literature and
history of England, not to mention those of other countries, renders it
impossible for it, at the same time, to keep pace, as it unquestionably
should, with the vast annual outpouring of the press of this country.
To attempt both tasks simultaneously out of its own resources, would
result in each being inadequately done. The acquisition of the ac-
cumulated arrears of so long a past (which is by far the greater burden
of the two), can only be done effectively through the authorities of
the library being relieved of the necessity of devoting a large part of
its annual income to the purchase of new books as they are published,
PROVISIONS OF LIBRARIES FOR UNIVERSITIES
Another aspect of the question should also be noted. Parliament has
felt it desirable to provide in connexion with each University in
England, Scotland, and Ireland for a library of the first class, and to
make adequate provision for its increase either by the privilege of a
free copy of each book under the Copyright Act or by a grant of an
annual sum of money for the purchase of books in lieu of such right.
NO LIBRARY FOR UNIVERSITY OF WALES
In Wales no provision for a library in connexion with the Uni-
versity was made until the establishment of the National Library,
the Charter of which provides as its main function the collection of
books which may help to attain the purposes for which the University
of Wales, the University College of Wales, Aberystwyth, the Uni-
versity College of North Wales, the University College of South Wales
and Monmouthshire, and the other educational institutions existing
in Wales were created and founded, especially the furtherance of
higher education within the meaning of the Education Acts 1870 to
1902 and of literary and scientific research.
The University College of Wales was established in the year 1872,
the University College of South Wales in 1883, the University Calfege
of North Wales in 1884. These three Colleges were incorporated in
the University of Wales in 1893.
POVERTY OF THE PRINCIPAJLITY
Not only has the State made no provision for the supply of books
within the Principality of Wales, but by reason of the poorness of tfafc
country, the absence of large towns (except in one county, Glamorgan)
Wales has hitherto been at a serious disadvantage as compared with
other parts of the United Kingdom owing to the mm-exfetmoe within